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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

PRIVATE HEALTH CARE IN CANADA

I greatly enjoy reading Public Health
Reports, and would like to comment on
the article by DeCoster and Brownell
in the July/August issue (“Private
health care in Canada: savior or siren?”
112:4:298-305).

The authors state, “In Canada,
health care is publicly insured and
available to all at no charge.” Nothing
could be further from the truth. Citi-
zens of countries with socialized
health care systems pay dearly, both in
high personal income tax rates to sub-
sidize these inefficient systems and in
physical and emotional suffering while
waiting for rationed services.

The authors point out that Canadi-
ans wait six to nine months for “non-
urgent” MRIs and private medical
entrepreneurs such as ophthalmic sur-
geons have sprung up to meet the
unmet demands. Why do you suppose
citizens are willing to pay out-of-
pocket for these expensive surgeries in
addition to the “free” health care they’re
already purchasing? Apparently, these
citizens have concluded that the system
doesn’t provide needed care.

Americans should continue to ques-
tion and challenge socialism and focus
on making whatever improvements are
desired in our far more resource-rich
system. Perhaps more time should be
spent considering what the extent of
public health programs should be and
what types of health care services are
best encouraged by removing inefficien-
cies created by excessive regulation.

The U.S. health insurance industry
is identified by the authors as possess-
ing extremely high overhead costs.
Interestingly, the insurance industry
ranks near the top of U.S. industries in
terms of governmental intervention.
There’s no free lunch, but there is hope
in a system that supports choice and
personal responsibility of both pro-
viders and recipients of health care.

KiM CURRY, RN PHD
Tampa, FL
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DECOSTER AND BROWNELL REPLY

We stand by our statement that health
care is available to all at no charge: when
patients present themselves for care at a
hospital or physician’s office in Canada,
there is no direct fee to the patient.

It is true that Canadians pay higher
income taxes than Americans to finance
the health care system. However, as we
pointed out, it is not Canada but the
United States that has the most expen-
sive health care system in the world. In
the end, Americans pay more for their
health care than do Canadians.

Dr. Curry describes socialized health
care systems like Canadas as “ineffi-
cient.” Surely the United States—which
spends more per capita and a larger per-
centage of its GDP on health care while
more than one-quarter of its population
is un- or underinsured'—is less efficient
than Canada. One can argue that both
the United States and Canada ration
health care services. In Canada, queuing
is a form of rationing; in the United
States rationing is based on income.2 For
wealthy Americans, access to health care
is virtually unlimited; for the poor, access
is severely rationed.

Dr. Curry asks why “citizens are
willing to pay out-of-pocket” for
cataract surgery procedures. Again, as
we state in our paper, a patient’s con-
clusion that the public system necessi-
tates long waits. for cataract surgery
may well be influenced by the surgeon
one consults. In the Alberta study
cited, the long public sector waits (up
to one year) were for surgeons who
operated doth publicly and privately.
For ophthalmologists who operated
only in the public sector, the mean wait
for cataract surgery was six weeks. One
wonders if ophthalmologists who oper-
ate both publicly and privately reduce
the amount of time they are available to
operate publicly, thus rationing their
patients’ access to public health care.

In the United Kingdom, there is
evidence that long waiting lists in the
National Health Service (NHS) are
made worse by the existence of a two-
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Graduated Licensing

quiet neighborhood or in a parking lot with
cones. The test should demand quick reac-
tion and probably should be administered at
least twice with different testers.

What matters to me is that I loved
Gabriel and now he is gone forever. Dis-
tressed by my failure to protect him, I have
become preoccupied with driving safety for
my youngest son. Long before reading the
Williams article, I thought of a graduated
licensing system, although I didn’t give it this
name and didn’t realize I was reinventing the
wheel. Graduated licensing makes sense to
me in the only case I know firsthand, not a
statistic but an actual event. In my opinion,
graduated licensing would almost certainly
have saved my son Gabriel.

Support this important public health
measure. Save my younger child. Save your
child. Save somebody’s child.

Mr. Puccia, in addition to supporting
changes in driver licensing, organizes the
Gabriel Puccia International Soccer Tourna-
ment for teenagers between 15 and 17 years
old, in which teams from the Northeast
United States, England, Italy, Germany, and
Canada have participated. All proceeds go
to a charitable trust to support local high
schools students in pursuit of academic
studies.

For more information, address correspondence to Mr.
Puccia, 115 Oakdale Rd., Newton MA 02161; tel.
617-969-0439; e-mail <cpuccia@mediaone.net>.

Suggested reading: Finkbeiner AK, After the
Death of a Child: Living with Loss through the
Years (Free Press; 1996).

In Upcoming Issues

MEDICARE AND THE TRUST FUND

Richard Foster
The Chief Actuary of the Health Care Financing
Administration tells us how the new major Medicare

legislation impacts the program’s financial status.

ADULT VACCINE INJURIES
Michele A. Lloyd-Puryear, Leslie K. Ball, David Benor
Should the Vaccine Injury Compensation Program be
expanded to cover vaccines used primarily in adults?

With a commentary by Theodore Eickhoff

THE HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC
Eric Goosby and Deborah VonZinkernagel
A review of the current epidemic and what control

strategies are appropriate and will work.

HEALTH SERVICES FOR NATIVE AMERICANS
Jay Noren, David Kindig, Audrey Sprenger
As the health service needs of American Indians change,
the authors offer a critique and management

prescription for the Indian Health Service.
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WRITING FOR PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS

At Public Health Reports we welcome any contribution that helps us meet the informa-
tion needs of public health professionals by informing them about important scientific
and programmatic developments, new technologies, policies, and scientific debate. Our
ultimate objective is to strengthen public health in the United States.

When submitting your manuscript, help us by writing a thoughtful letter explaining why
it belongs in Public Health Reports rather than elsewhere. For manuscripts that you
wish to craft specifically for Public Health Reports we welcome and strongly encourage
telephone or e-mail inquiries before you undertake or complete the writing. Our job is to
help you produce manuscripts that we want to publish.

Public Health Reports generally conforms to Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts
Submitted to Biomedical Journals, recently published in several journals and available

on-line at www.acponline.org.

Contributions and Their Length

Letters to the Editor. We strongly encour-
age you to submit letters. Brevity is a
virtue; between submissions of equal merit
we are certain to choose the shorter one.

News & Notes. This section includes brief
news items, report synopses, and an-
nouncements. These are used and rewrit-
ten at the discretion of the editors. 500
word maximum.

Feature Atrticles. Features, often solicited
by the editors, gather together recent
research from other sources to present
the current status of a subject area and
the implications for policy, programming,
or future research directions. For features
it is particularly important that you send a
query letter with your idea, its relevance
to our readers, and why you are the ap-
propriate author. If in doubt, look at recent
issues for examples. A synopsis and key
words for use in secondary publishing
and indexing should be included. 5000
word maximum.

Scientific Contributions. We seek to pub-
lish research that is fully developed and
original. To-avoid redundant publishing,
we do not accept material that is prelimi-
nary or only incrementally different from
previously published research. Scientific
contributions should be presented in the
most concise manner possible with a
maximum length of 5000 words, including
a structured abstract of up to 250 words.

Departments. Overseas Observer, Public
Heailth and Law, Minority Health Monitor,
Information Technology, PHS Chronicles,
Book & Film Reviews, and NCHS Data
Line. These are solicited pieces, for the
most part, although we do welcome let-
ters of inquiry with article ideas. 850—
2500 words.

524 Public Health Reports

Authorship

Who is an author? Not a trivial question,
so please refer to the Uniform Require-
ments. We do need to have the signature
of each author before we can publish a
paper or letter.

Conflicts of Interest

Full disclosure and avoiding the appear-
ance of a confiict are our guiding principles.
If any financial influence or other conflict of
interest might have biased your work, you
should disclose to us—even if you are con-
fident that no bias intervened. Please let us
decide what to disclose in print.

Covering Letter

We need certain information when we
receive your submission: authorship, con-
fiicts of interest, a statement that the mate-
rial has not been published nor is being
considered for publication elsewhere,
along with references to closely related
articles (copies should be enclosed).
Please give us your telephone and fax
numbers and e-mail address. Please sub-
mit three copies of the manuscript, tables,
and figures. Text should be double spaced.

Acknowledgment of Receipt
We acknowledge each submission when

it arrives or when it is sent out for review.

Peer Review

After an initial reading by our editors, we
select promising scientific contributions
for peer review; these are sent to two or
more external reviewers.

The Manuscript

Here’s what your manuscript should look
like:

Title Page. (a) title (short and descrip-
tive); (b) full names of all authors, includ-

ing their graduate degrees; (c) a separate
paragraph identifying authors’ institutional
affiliations during the course of the
research (and current affiliations if differ-
ent); (d) name, street address, telephone
and fax numbers, and e-mail address (if
available) for reader correspondence; (8)
word count of the text (inclusive of refer-
ences) and the number of charts/figures.

Synopsis Page. The abstract is your
work'’s face to the world (as published by
various medical indexes that include
PHR). A good abstract promotes reader-
ship. Synopses of feature articles should
be a maximum of 150 words without
abbreviations, symbols, or references to
tables or graphs. Abstracts of scientific
articles (250 word maximum) should con-
tain four parts labeled Objectives, Meth-
ods, Results, and Conclusions. Below the
abstract provide a maximum of 10 key
words (use Medical Subject Headings
from Index Medicus).

Text. In writing for Public Health Reports,
keep in mind that public health is an
extremely broad field and most readers
will be in parts of the field other than your
own. Your introduction or lead is particu-
larly important. Scientific contributions
should be divided into four categories:
Introduction, Methods, Results, Discus-
sion. No further subheadings are neces-
sary unless you feel they are helpful to
the reader.

References. Please consult the Uniform
Requirements and recent issues of PHR.
Citations of personal conversations or
unpublished material should appear in
the text. We hope you will supply the Uni-
versal Resource Locator (URL) code with
any reference for which you know it.

Copyrights

Simply, there are none for Public Health
Reports. Everything published in Public
Health Reports, because we are a U.S.
Government publication, is in the public
domain. This does not absolve those who
reuse material from Public Health
Reports of the responsibility for proper
citation and credit.

Anthony Robbins, MD

Editor

Public Health Reports

U.S. Public Health Service

JFK Federal Building, Room 1855
Boston, MA 02203

tel. 617-565-1440; fax 617-565-4260
e-mail: <phr@nim.nih.gov>
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1997 INDEX

January-February, issue 1, pages 1-88
March—April, issue 2, pages 89-176
May-June, issue 3, pages 177-264
July-August, issue 4, pages 265-356
September—October, issue 5, pages 357-444
November-December, issue 6, pages 445-544

Key to classification of subject index
a original article

abs abstract
br brief report

c commentary

chr PHS chronicles

e editorial

info  information technology
law public health and the law
Itr letter to editor

obs overseas observer

rev book review

s supplement

This index to PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS is divided
into a subject index and an author index. The subject index
has one or more entries for each item published. In addition
to the subject headings, categorical headings include DATA
LINE, EDITORIALS, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR,
PHS CHRONICLES, and PUBLICATION
ANNOUNCEMENTS and REVIEWS.

SUBJECT INDEX

ABUSE, SUBSTANCE

adolescent substance abuse tied to family structure. br 447

drug abuse control under FDA, 1938-1968. chr 83

the early years of the PHS narcotic hospital at Lexington,
Kentucky. chr 245

labeling the benefits of wine drinking. br 447

national drug policy should focus on treatment. br 447

needed: better managed mental health and substance abuse
programs. br 95

new guide to help prevent teen drug use. br 269

ABUSE, PHYSICAL

child abuse doubles; investigation lags. br 4

geographic concentration of violence between intimate partners. a
135

still with us after all these years. a 466

ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE
bridging language and cultural barriers between physicians and
patients. a 410

November/December 1997 « Volume (12

can we monitor socioeconomic inequalities in health? a survey of
health departments’ data collection and reporting practices. a 481
DHHS announces “computers for seniors.” br 360
healthfinder.gov provides one-stop shopping for internet health
resources. br 271
missed opportunities in monitoring socioeconomic status.
c 492
open exchange of scientific data should be protected. br 268

ADOLESCENTS

adolescent substance abuse tied to family structure. br 4

a resource guide on violence and teen pregnancy. br 270

cigarette taxes. Itr 358

cigarette taxes. the straw to break the camel’s back. a 291

earning a driver’s license. a 452

immunization of adolescents. br 92

new guide to help prevent teen drug use. br 269

one fatal night. ¢ 462

report looks at impact of social environment on young people. br
184

AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE POLICY AND
RESEARCH (AHCPR)

AHCPR guide shows use of geography in health research. br 364

AHCPR guideline urges prompt assessment of Alzheimer’s
disease. br 3

AHCPR helps medicine and public health work together. br 267

treatment and practice guidelines to appear on the net. br 361

AIDS (see also HIV INFECTION)

DHHS proposes new HIV-AIDS treatment guidelines. br 359

HIV and hepatitis B infection and risk behavior in young gay and
bisexual men. a 158

HRSA reorganizes, upgrades HIV-AIDS programs, services. br 363

stalking the next epidemic: proMED tracks emerging diseases.
info 78

ALASKA NATIVE
American Indian and Alaska Native health bibliography. br 180

ALCOHOL

labeling the benefits of wine drinking. br 447
one drink a month protects best. br 186

ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE

AHCPR guideline urges prompt assessment of Alzheimer’s
disease. br 3

Alzheimer’s disease as a cause of death in the United States. a 497

Alzheimer’s disease: the evolution of a diagnosis. ¢ 495

ANXIETY DISORDERS
NIMH launches anxiety disorders education program. br 94
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1997 Index

ASTHMA

asthma. the states’ challenge. a 198
childhood asthma surveillance using computerized billing records,
a pilot study. a 506

BIRTH WEIGHT

home uterine activity monitoring in the prevention of very low
birth weight. a 433

the relationship between prenatal health behavior advice and low
birth weight. a 332

BLACKS (see also MINORITIES)

cost of hospitalizations associated with sickle cell disease in the
United States. a 40

Dr. Schechter replies. ltr 177

geographic differences in mortality of young children with sickle
cell disease in the United States. a 52

hospital utilization patterns and costs for adult sickle cell patients
in Illinois. a 44

sickle cell disease expenditures and outcomes. ¢ 38

sickle cell anemia. Itr 177

BLACK LUNG

abolishing black lung. br 90
if it’s silica, it’s not just dust. br 90

BOOK REVIEW

Alan Petersen and Deborah Lupton’s The New Public Health. rev
528

cannibalism and industrial animal husbandry. rev 351

reproductive choice and ethical responsibility. rev 249

road warriors. rev 170

CANCER

cancer prevention fellowship program. br 272

CIA recruited to help in breast cancer war. br 6

clinical trial information available to lay public. info 9

the effect of Medicare reimbursement for screening
mammography on utilization and payment. a 423

images of breast cancer. ltr 89

impact of the mammography quality standards act on access in
Minnesota. a 142

national campaign will set standards for pain control. br 449

NIH funds four oral cancer research cemnters. br 3

NIH panel maps new research on cervical cancer. br 182

preventing hepatitis B in people in close contact with
hepatocellular carcinoma patients. a 63

road warriors. rev 170

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND

PREVENTION (CDC)

APHA, CDC look for innovative public health. br 183

latest immunization information from CDC. br 94

new diagnosis guide could add two million to dishetes. roeter. br
359
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CHILDREN

advocates sought for children. br 272

asthma. the states’ challenge. a 198

the biology of vaccines and community decisions to vaccinate. ¢
21 '

case characteristics and trends in pediatric tuberculosis, Maryland,
1986-1993. a 146

child abuse doubles; investigation lags. br 4

childhood asthma surveillance using computerized billing records,
a pilot study. a 506

the complicated task of monitoring vaccine safety. a 11

dental caries prevalence and treatment levels in Arizona preschool
children. a 319

dental sealants. Who needs them? a 99

FDA to require pediatric data prior to approvals. br 449

female genital mutilation/female circumcision. who is at risk in
the U.S.A.? a 369

geographic differences in mortality of young children with sickle
cell disease in the United States. a 52

IOM publishes workshop findings on child care. br 8

latest immunization information from CDC. br 94

measuring welfare reform. rev 352

new approach needed to reduce caries in children. ¢ 330

NIDR funds studies on health effects of dental fillings. br 181

NIOSH program to protect farm children. br 272

partnership to boost child immunizations in public housing. br
361

reports highlight vaccine inequities. br 1

still with us after all these years. a 466 -

swimming pool drownings and near-drownings among California
preschoolers. a 73

WHO cross-national survey reports on children’s health. br 4

WHO continues global eradication of polio. br 184

CHOLESTEROL
mail-order meals to market. br 3

CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME
NIAID offers new chronic fatigue syndrome booklet. br 96

COMMENTARY

a national physician workforce policy. ¢ 219

Alzheimer’s disease: the evolution of a diagnosis. ¢ 495

the biology of vac¢ines and community decisions to vaccinate. ¢
21

confusing consumer and provider. ¢ 211

the defense department responds. c 218

defining research when it comes to public health. ¢ 29

designing technologies. ¢ 107

missed opportunities in monitoring socioeconomic status. ¢ 492

not either/or, but obstetricians and midwives together. ¢ 395 k

one fatal night. c 462

position on the agreement between the state Attorneys General
and the tobacco industry. c 474

public confidence in public health research ethics. ¢ 33

sickle cell disease expenditures and outcomes. ¢ 38
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what assures good outcomes in Medicaid-financed prenatal care?
c133 :

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES (see INFECTIOUS
DISEASE, HIV INFECTION, SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED
DISEASES)

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS
CHCs staffed by nurses win “models that work” award. br 94

COMMUNITY HEALTH

IOM issues four new reports. br 273
RW] secks community health leaders. br 273

CONFERENCES

healthy mothers, healthy babies conference. br 273
upcoming conferences. br 186, 364,

CONTRACEPTION
reproductive choice and ethical responsibility. rev 249

COSTS

cost of hospitalizations associated with sickle cell disease in the
United States. a 40

effectiveness and cost of rapid and conventional laboratory
methods for Mycobacterium Tuberculosis screening. a 513

hospital utilization patterns and costs for adult sickle cell patients
in Illinois. a 44

sickle cell disease expenditures and outcomes. ¢ 38

DATA BASES AND DATA FILES

the data standardization remedy in Kassebaum-Kennedy. c 114

DHHS announces “computers for seniors.” br 360

DHHS consumer health information on the web. br 450

DHHS launches toll-free service for prenatal care. br 270

electronic submission and turnaround time. ¢ 357

healthfinder.gov provides one-stop shopping for internet health
resources. br 271

information technology in community health. br 183

open exchange of scientific data should be protected. br 268

security and privacy of health records needs improvement. br 267

stalking the next epidemic: proMED tracks emerging diseases.
info 78

summit reaches consensus on computerization. br 96

toxicology and environmental health databases assessed. br 179

treatment and practice guidelines to appear on the net. br 361

DATA LINE (National Center for Health Statistics) 87, 172,
251, 355, 443,530

DENTAL HEALTH

dental caries prevalence and treatment levels in Arizona preschool
children. a 319

dental sealants. Who needs them? a 99

designing technologies. ¢ 107

new approach needed to reduce caries in children. ¢ 330
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NIDR funds studies on health effects of dental fillings. br 181
NIH funds four oral cancer research centers. br 3

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
(DHHS)

DHHS announces “computers for seniors.” br 360

DHHS consumer health information on the web. br 450

DHHS launches toll-free service for prenatal care. br 270

DHHS proposes new HIV-AIDS treatment guidelines. br 359

healthfinder.gov provides one-stop shopping for internet health
resources. br 271

partnership to boost child immunizations in public housing. br 361

report calls for DHHS to lead U.S. global health strategy. br 271

DIABETES

new diagnosis guide could add two million to diabetes roster. br
359

DISABILITY

federal disability, rehabilitation research needs rehabilitation. br
360

DISEASE REPORTING

stalking the next epidemic: proMED tracks emerging diseases.
info 78

DRUG ABUSE (see ABUSE, SUBSTANCE)

DRUGS

FDA to require pediatric data prior to approvals. br 449
testing biological warefare drugs without consent. br 448
WHO guidelines cut red tape on emergency drugs. br 185

ECONOMICS

can we monitor socioeconomic inequalities in health? a survey of
health departments’ data collection and reporting practices. a
481

cost of hospitalizations associated with sickle cell disease in the
United States. a 40

hospital utilization patterns and costs for adult sickle cell patients
in Illinois. a 44

effectiveness and cost of rapid and conventional laboratory
methods for Mycobacterium Tuberculosis screening. a 513

missed opportunities in monitoring socioeconomic status. ¢ 492

sickle cell disease expenditures and outcomes. c 38

EDITORIALS

beware of boiler plate. e 265

comment on federal standards for racial and ethnic data. e 265

electronic submission and turnaround time. e 357

schools of public health now co-sponsor Public Health Reports. e
265

ELDERLY

Alzheimer’s disease as a cause of death in the U.S. a 497
Alzheimer's disease: the evolution of a diagnosis. c 495

Public Health Reports 535



1997 Index

DHHS announces “computers for seniors.” br 360

HCEFA proposes new home health rules, regulations. br 268

Medicare beneficiaries need new care options, better protection:
IOM. br 1

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

calls for more nuclear waste sites exaggerated, MDs say. br 4

cannibalism and industrial animal husbandry. rev 351

diesel emissions are a concern for miners and others. br 273

discharge of radioactive material into public sewers: the
regulatory dilemma. ¢ 317

environmental health photo gallery online. br 178

got a pesticide question? br 364

innovative toxic waste cleanup needs U.S. boost. br 362

mortality of participants in nuclear tests similar to other veterans.
br 8

outbreak of acute fluoride poisoning caused by a fluoride
overfeed, Mississippi, 1993. a 403

protecting the ozone. br 95

PHS in the Queen City: a watershed development. chr 347

radioactivity in municipal sewage and sludge. a 308

smog and soot: updating air quality standards. a 366

toxicology and environmental health databases assessed. br 179

ETHICS

ethical review is needed for public health studies. ltr 266
public confidence in public health research ethics. ¢ 33
reproductive choice and ethical responsibility. rev 249

ETHNICITY

American Indian and Alaska Native health bibliography. br 180

bridging language and cultural barriers between physicians and
patients. a 410

cost of hospitalizations associated with sickle cell disease in the
United States. a 40

culturally appropriate health education materials available. br 180

Dr. Schechter replies. 1tr 177

female genital mutilation/female circumcision. who is at risk in
the U.S.A.? a 369

geographic differences in mortality of young children with sickle
cell disease in the United States. a 52

hospital utilization patterns and costs for adult sickle cell patients
in Illinois. a 44

sickle cell disease expenditures and outcomes. ¢ 38

sickle cell anemia. Itr 177

two steps forward and one step back? c 477

EVALUATION
telemedicine needs better evaluation. br 5

EXERCISE
NIH panel urges exercise for all. br 9

EYES

when smoke gets in your eyes. br 91
WHO predicts visual disability to double by 2020. br 189
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FOOD POISONING

cannibalism and industrial animal husbandry. rev 351
combating mad cow disease in the United States. ltr 357
keep a wary eye open and your mouth shut. br 91

profile of raw milk consumers in California. a 418

time to &. cereus about hot chocolate. a 240

white house fires new salvos in war on foodborne ills. br 178

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION (FDA)

drug abuse control under FDA, 1938-1968. chr 83

FDA, NIH ease rules on experiments in emergencies. br 6
FDA to require pediatric data prior to approvals. br 449
testing biological warfare drugs without consent. br 448

FOOD (see NUTRITION)

GEOGRAPHY

AHCPR guide shows use of geography in health research. br 364
geographic literacy important today. br 188

GRANTS
HRSA makes it easier to apply for federal grants. br 269

HEALTH AGENCIES

community health improvement requires partnerships,
monitoring. br 183

HEALTH CARE POLICY

AHCEPR helps medicine and public health work together. br 267

bridging language and cultural barriers between physicians and
patients. a 410

can we monitor socioeconomic inequalities in health? a survey of
health departments’ data collection and reporting practices. a
481

community health improvement requires partnerships,
monitoring. br 183

confusing consumer and provider. ¢ 211

the data standardization remedy in Kassebaum-Kennedy. c 114
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THE BREAKERBOYS

From “Mr. Coal’s Story,” Child Labor Bulletin, August, 1913:

Then the pieces rattled down through long chutes at which the breaker boys sat.
These boys picked out the pieces of slate and stone that cannot burn. Its like sitting
in a coal bin all day long, except that the coal is always moving and clattering and
cuts their fingers. Sometimes the boys wear lamps in their caps to help them see
through the thick dust. They bend over the chutes until their backs ached, and they
get tired and sick because they have to breathe coal dust instead of good, pure air.

Hundreds and hundreds of boys work in the mines and in the breakers from early
morning until evening, instead of going to school and playing outdoors.

The smudgy faces of these boys glimmering through the filth of a coal mine instant-
ly confirms our collective “historical memory” of child labor. Absent the crowding,
dirt, and poverty, many of us don’t recognize the failings of child labor as it is prac-
ticed today. A contemporary image of a working child at risk would be a sweaty
paperboy on a bicycle or a tired teenager behind a cash register in a convenience
store. 1o see the face of child labor today, read the article on page 466.
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